
G I N

the base is juniper

history dates back to the 16th century



Gin is an alcoholic beverage whose main ingredient is juniper, which gives it its 
characteristic flavor.

The history of gin is linked to the Netherlands, where in the 16th century a 
drink known as jenever first appeared — a distillate made from barley and juniper. 
Jenever was popular mainly among physicians, who used it for medicinal purposes, 
as it was believed to aid digestion and improve circulation. After further 
experimentation and the addition of various herbs, this drink evolved away from 
jenever, reached England, and under the name gin spread around the world.

In England, gin became popular in the 1730s during the “Gin Craze”, when it was cheap 
and widely consumed by ordinary people. At that time, many pubs opened in London 
where gin was the main drink offered. The Gin Craze led to a massive increase in 
alcohol consumption, resulting in social, economic, and health problems, which 
eventually prompted laws regulating its production and distribution.

In the 19th century, gin production began to evolve with technological innovation. The 
invention of distillation equipment that allowed for better separation of flavors and 
aromas led to higher-quality gin. Today, gin is known worldwide and used in 
many cocktails, such as the classic gin and tonic.



Production
I t s  p r o d u c t i o n  i s  a  f a i r l y  c o m p l e x  p r o c e s s  t h a t  i n v o l v e s  d i s t i l l a t i o n  a n d
m a c e r a t i o n  o f  h e r b s ,  s p i c e s ,  a n d  e s p e c i a l l y  j u n i p e r .  T h e r e  a r e  s e v e r a l  m e t h o d s
o f  p r o d u c t i o n ,  b u t  t h e  b a s i c  p r o c e s s  l o o k s  l i k e  t h i s :

B a s i c  I n g r e d i e n t s :

A l c o h o l :
T h e  b a s e  a l c o h o l  f o r  g i n  p r o d u c t i o n  i s  a  n e u t r a l  a g r i c u l t u r a l  s p i r i t ,  u s u a l l y  
m a d e  f r o m  g r a i n ,  s u g a r  b e e t ,  o r  o t h e r  c r o p s .  T h i s  a l c o h o l  h a s  a  v e r y  m i l d  f l a v o r
p r o f i l e ,  m a k i n g  i t  a n  e x c e l l e n t  c a r r i e r  f o r  t h e  a r o m a s  a n d  f l a v o r s  o f  a l l  t h e  
b o t a n i c a l s  u s e d .

J u n i p e r :
J u n i p e r  i s  t h e  k e y  i n g r e d i e n t  t h a t  g i v e s  g i n  i t s  d i s t i n c t i v e  t a s t e .  R i p e  j u n i p e r
b e r r i e s  a r e  u s e d  a n d  a d d e d  a s  o n e  o f  t h e  b o t a n i c a l s .

O t h e r  B o t a n i c a l s :
I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  j u n i p e r ,  v a r i o u s  h e r b s  a n d  s p i c e s  —  k n o w n  c o l l e c t i v e l y  a s  
b o t a n i c a l s  —  a r e  a d d e d ,  s u c h  a s  c o r i a n d e r ,  a n g e l i c a ,  l i c o r i c e ,  c i t r u s  p e e l s ,  
f e n n e l ,  l a v e n d e r ,  o r  p e p p e r .  T h e  r a t i o  o f  t h e s e  i n g r e d i e n t s  d e t e r m i n e s  t h e  f i n a l
f l a v o r  p r o f i l e .

M a c e r a t i o n ,  I n f u s i o n ,  a n d  R e d i s t i l l a t i o n :
M a c e r a t i o n  m e a n s  s o a k i n g  h e r b s  a n d  s p i c e s  i n  a l c o h o l  f o r  s e v e r a l  d a y s  o r  w e e k s .

M e t h o d s  o f  F l a v o r i n g  G i n :

C o l d  c o u m p o u n d i n g
B o t a n i c a l s  o r  t h e i r  e s s e n c e s  a n d  o i l s  a r e  a d d e d  t o  t h e  s p i r i t  w i t h o u t  h e a t i n g .

R a c k i n g
A  b a g  f i l l e d  w i t h  b o t a n i c a l s  i s  p l a c e d  i n  t h e  n e c k  o f  t h e  s t i l l ,  a n d  t h e  p a s s i n g
a l c o h o l i c  v a p o r s  b e c o m e  i n f u s e d  w i t h  t h e i r  f l a v o r s .

S t e e p i n g
B o t a n i c a l s  a r e  m i x e d  w i t h  n e u t r a l  a l c o h o l ,  a n d  t h i s  m a c e r a t e  i s  t h e n  r e d i s t i l l e d .

R e f i n e m e n t  a n d  B o t t l i n g :

A f t e r  d i s t i l l a t i o n ,  g i n  i s  o f t e n  d i l u t e d  w i t h  w a t e r  t o  t h e  d e s i r e d  s t r e n g t h ,
t y p i c a l l y  b e t w e e n  4 0 – 4 7 %  A B V .  T h e  g i n  i s  t h e n  f i l t e r e d  a n d  b o t t l e d .  S o m e
v a r i e t i e s  m a y  u n d e r g o  a d d i t i o n a l  a d j u s t m e n t s ,  s u c h  a s  a d d i n g  c i t r u s  o r  o t h e r
f l a v o r i n g  c o m p o n e n t s .



• C h a r a c t e r i s t i c s :  D r y ,  c l e a n ,  s t r o n g l y  j u n i p e r - f o r w a r d
• P r o d u c t i o n :  A l l  i n g r e d i e n t s  m u s t  b e  r e d i s t i l l e d .  N o  f l a v o r i n g s  o r
s w e e t e n e r s  m a y  b e  a d d e d  a f t e r  d i s t i l l a t i o n .
• E x a m p l e s :  B o m b a y  S a p p h i r e

• C h a r a c t e r i s t i c s :  S o f t e r  a n d  e a r t h i e r  g i n
• P r o d u c t i o n :  M a y  b e  p r o d u c e d  o n l y  i n  t h e  c i t y  o f  P l y m o u t h ,

E n g l a n d .
• N o t e :  T h e r e  i s  o n l y  o n e  b r a n d  —  P l y m o u t h  G i n .

• C h a r a c t e r i s t i c s :  S w e e t e r ,  h i s t o r i c a l  s t y l e  o f  g i n
• U s e :  I n  c l a s s i c  c o c k t a i l s  s u c h  a s  t h e  T o m  C o l l i n s
• E x a m p l e s :  H a y m a n ’ s  O l d  T o m

• C h a r a c t e r i s t i c s :  T r a d i t i o n a l  D u t c h  p r e d e c e s s o r  o f  g i n ,  t e c h n i c a l l y
n o t  a  g i n

• F l a v o r :  C l o s e r  t o  w h i s k y  —  m a l t y  a n d  g r a i n y  w i t h  h i n t s  o f  j u n i p e r
• O r i g i n :  N e t h e r l a n d s ,  B e l g i u m ,  a n d  s o m e  n o r t h e r n  p a r t s  o f  F r a n c e

a n d  G e r m a n y
• E x a m p l e s :  B o l s  G e n e v e r

• Charac t e r i s t i c s :  Modern  s ty l e s  o f  g in  where  jun iper  i s  no  l onger  dominant
• F lavor :  Emphas i s  on  o the r  bo tan i ca l s  —  e . g .  c i t ru s ,  l avender ,  cucumber ,
ro s e

• Example s :  Hendr i ck ’ s ,  Ma l fy

• Chara c t e r i s t i c s :  G i n s  w i t h  added  f l a v o r s  ( f r u i t ,  s p i c e s ,  f l owe r s ) ,
o f t e n  c o l o r f u l

• Examp l e s :  Va r i o u s  p i n k  g i n s ,  s u ch  a s  G r e ena l l ’ s  W i l d  B e r r y

• Chara c t e r i s t i c s :  T e chn i ca l l y  n o t  a  g i n  ( an  e x c ep t i on  t ha t  c an  s t i l l  
l e ga l l y  c a r r y  t h e  g i n  l ab e l ) ,  bu t  a  s l o e - b e r r y  l i qu eu r  ba s ed  on  g i n .  Swe e t ,
r ed ,  w i t h  a  s t r o n g  s l o e  f l a v o r  and  m i l d  t a r t n e s s .
• A l c oho l  C o n t en t :  U s u a l l y  a r ound  20–30%  ABV .
• Us e :  C o c k t a i l s ,  ap e r i t i f s .

Types of Gin

L o n d o n  D r y  G i n

P l y m o u t h  G i n

O l d  T o m  G i n

G e n e v e r  (J e n e v e r)

C o n t e m p o r a r y  /  N e w  We s t e r n  G i n

F l a v o u r e d  and  I n f u s e d  G i n

S l o e  G i n



G i n  i s  u s e d  t o d a y  n o t  o n l y  i n  c o c k t a i l s  b u t  a l s o  i n  g a s t r o n o m y  a s  a n  i n g r e d i e n t
i n  v a r i o u s  d i s h e s  a n d  d e c a d e n t  b e v e r a g e s .  S o m e  i n t e r e s t i n g  u s e s  o f  g i n  i n c l u d e :

G i n  and  t o n i c
T h e  m o s t  f a m o u s  w a y  t o  e n j o y  g i n  i s  i n  t h e  G i n  a n d  T o n i c  c o c k t a i l .  T h i s
d r i n k  i s  r e f r e s h i n g ,  l i g h t ,  a n d  e x t r e m e l y  p o p u l a r  w o r l d w i d e .  T h e  m i x i n g  o f
t h i s  c o c k t a i l  w a s  i n t r o d u c e d  b y  t h e  a r m y  o f  t h e  B r i t i s h  E a s t  I n d i a
C o m p a n y .  Q u i n i n e  m i x e d  w i t h  w a t e r  w a s  u s e d  a s  a  p r e v e n t i v e  m e a s u r e
a g a i n s t  m a l a r i a .  T h e  d r i n k  w a s  v e r y  s t r o n g  a n d  b i t t e r ,  s o  g i n  w a s  a d d e d
t o  m a k e  i t  m o r e  p a l a t a b l e .



• A  c o m b i n a t i o n  o f  g i n  a n d  d r y  v e r m o u t h ,  s e r v e d  w i t h  a n  o l i v e  o r
l e m o n  t w i s t

N e g r o n i
• A  bl e n d  of  gi n ,  Ca m p a r i ,  an d  sw e e t  ve r m o u t h ;  a hi g h l y  ar o m a t i c  an d
b i t t e r  dr i n k

G i m l e t
• A  mi x t u r e  of  gi n  an d  li m e  co r d i a l ;  si m p l e  bu t  ve r y  po p u l a r  co c k t a i l

• V a r i o u s  m a r i n a d e s  f o r  m e a t  o r  f i s h ,  w h e r e  g i n  a d d s  d e p t h  o f  f l a v o r

• I c e  c r e a m s  o r  s o r b e t s  w i t h  a  s u b t l e  c i t r u s  o r  h e r b a l  n o t e

• F r u i t  s a l a d s  o r  d e s s e r t s  e n h a n c e d  w i t h  a  t o u c h  o f  g i n  f o r  c o n t r a s t

C o c k t a i l s
M a r t i n i

C u l i n a r y  U s e s



G i n  p a i r s  w o n d e r f u l l y  w i t h  v a r i o u s  d i s h e s  —  f o r  
e x a m p l e ,  s e a f o o d  s u c h  a s  o y s t e r s  o r  s h r i m p ,  o r  l i g h t e r  
m e a t s  s u c h  a s  c h i c k e n  o r  l a m b .  I t s  r e f r e s h i n g  c h a r a c t e r
a l s o  c o m p l e m e n t s  s p i c y  c u i s i n e  l i k e  I n d i a n  o r  T h a i  
d i s h e s .

G i n  i s  a  f a s c i n a t i n g  d r i n k  w i t h  a  r i c h  h i s t o r y  t h a t
c o n t i n u e s  t o  e v o l v e .  I t s  w i d e  r a n g e  o f  u s e s  i n  b o t h
g a s t r o n o m y  a n d  c o c k t a i l  c u l t u r e  m a k e s  i t  a n  i n d i s p e n s a b l e
p a r t  o f  t h e  m o d e r n  w o r l d  o f  b e v e r a g e s .

F o o d  p a i r i n g


